Hematologic aspects of toxicology.
Exposure to a number of toxins may result in a variety of hematologic abnormalities. Derangements of the synthesis of cellular elements, a shortened red cell half life, abnormalities of coagulation, and interference in oxygen-carrying capacity are some of the pathologic effects. Pharmacologic agents, heavy metals, and animal and insect venoms are among the toxins implicated in the production of hematologic abnormalities. This article focuses on some of these issues.